CONFESSI.ON 


OF THE 


CHVRCH 


OF 


"Chas 6 8 


Concerning the Originall of Politi-- 


cal Authority. compendioully paraphrazee, 


Alſoa Letter froman Intelligent Perſon , 


Comimunicating the preſent affaires of Scor- 
land, March, 14. 1647. * 


\ 


CF" * 


———— — 


Fried agcho Sa 647: 
5 YM 


"Ds (3) 
The (onfeſiion of the (Church of 


SCOTLAND, 


V VE confefſe and acknowledxe , Empires, 
x Y &in.domes, Dominions, and Cities to be 
diſtincted and o2dained by God ; the Powers 
and Juthozittes in the ſame, be it of £mperours 
in their Smpires,Kings in their Realms,Dukes 
and Pzinces tn their Dominions., and. of other 
Magiſtratesin their £ities, tobe Gods holy 02- 
dinance 92dained foz manifeſtation of his owne 
Gloxp, an» foz the angularpzofit andcommodt= 
ty of mankind ; ſo that whoſoever goeth-about 
to take away 02 confound the whole ſtate of Ci= 
vill palicies now long eſtabliſhed. , wee affirme 
the iame men, not onely to be Snemiesto man- _ 
kinde , but allo wickedly fight againſt Godger= 
pzciled will. 


rn IS 


of the Originallof Political Authority. 


PI ODistheuniverſall Monarch of the whole world; 

and inthe ſeverall Kingdomes, and dominions ther-: 

of, he conſtituteth Kings, and princes next under him, and: 

in his Read to rule and governe the people : hence God is 

called the King of Kings, and they are called Gods Lievie=- 
nants and -Vice-roys. 

As the King of Ezglandis the Monarch or governour of 
the Kingdome ot Evg/and, and conſtitutes other ſubordi- 
nate Governours uader him throughout all.the whole 

| "By Kingdome;. 
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*Kingdome; ſomtimes by name as in the government of the 


Counties, and ſomtime$by the cleRton of the people, as 
in Citics, and Corporations; - where the Inhabitants chuſe 
the chicfe Magiſtrate by his,Majeſties Indulgence , and 
Charter , or rather the King himſelfe conſtituteth the Ma- 
giſtrate there by the people +, authorized by his Grannt to 
mike ſuch eleRion ;, and hence the Magiltrate ſo eleted 
is called , Himifter. Regis, the Kings Miniſter , and the 


Kines-Lievtenant, repreſenting his Perſon,and governing 


there in his teade, and by his Authority. and Power, ; ; 
And that God gives power ro Kipgs and Princes is 
plains , from Dan. 2.37, The God of Heaven hath gi- 
venthee a Kingdome, power-,- andſtrength , andglory- 
And that God alfo conſtituteth Kings , and Princes 1s-pro= 
ved from Das. 221, He removeth Kings; and ſetteth up 
Kings :and from Dar.:4..17: 25+ 32. | He ruletbia the 
Kingdome of men, and giveth.it to whomever he will : 


Likewiſe St. Pas! tells us, that the Higher Powers are or- 


daiced by God , Rom. 13. Ana whoſoever refiſteth the po- 
wer relilteth- the O: finance: of God, v. 2. And tbatthe 
peoplecannot (of them ſelves )impower , or conſtitute 2 
rhe tupreame Mipiltrate is proved thus :_ the Magiltrate 
1s over mens perſons and eſtates,, and extends unto nes , 
impriſonment, a1d death it ſelfe, and hence is it called the 
power of the ſword. Rom, 13. 4. now the people are un- 


der the commandements, Thou ſhalt not kill. Thou (halt 


not ſteale; and they cannot give order to any to take away 
anotbers life and eſtate without guilt of murder and theft- 
ohely God whois above the Law, the Lord pofleflor of 
Heaven and Earth ,-and the Lord of life'and death can 
give this authority and power ; and he giveth it to the Mz- 
oi(trate for the adminiſtration of juſtice oneiy;for he hath 


-Faid , vengeance is mine and I willrepay, Dent. 32.3 5+ 


And he makesthe Magiſtrate his Miniſter, a revenger to 
ex:.cate wrath 'upon him that doth-evill, Koms. 13, 

Wherefore wee muſt needes be ſubje&t not only for 
wrath, but alſo for conſcience fake. v. 5. 2p 


_ 
A Letter from Scotland, '&c. ©: _ 
$7r :V Ours of the ſeventh inſtant; I rectived/where: 
| | by -any man may eafily perceive your great —” 
and fad perplexitirs in regard" of thepreſent” diffraRiz 
ons,which trouble you the more, becauſeyou ſeeme'to 
be deſtitute of advicewhich way to turhe;fhould anew 
war'(as is juſtly feared)break forth. -Sir,though other- 
wiſe conſcjous of my owne wants,” I cannot didtate'to 
you any certaine Rules of direRion 3 | yet my* preſent 
thoughts of the ſtate of things heere:ſhall not be want- 
ing to you:For mine own & others ſatisfaRion,my ſtay 
in cheſe parts hath been ſomewhat coriovfly imployed: 
to ſearch outmyſteries, andall that can be diſcovered 
yet, is, that*is evident the Grandees who fit at ſterne, 
have fixed their refolution ro engage your Tndepen- 
dent Party in a new watre ; inprofecution whereof 
their whole endeavour now is, to purge our}, or quell 
atleaſt the ſame fide in both Houſes heere: which once 
effeQed , the next defigne ſeemes to be fome attempt 
upon the Army with you, to try whether by jealouſics 
and diſcntencs they can make a Divifion,and ſo bring 
itto a confufion, or elſe by free-quarter, impoſitions, 
or other oppreſſing meanes/ , to provoke the long en- 
{laved people to caft off their yoke., and once more 
ſtand up for liberty : For this purpoſe upon ſpecious | 
pretences they ſceme to comply with Malignants , till 
they can get ftrength cnough to ſettle their Presbyte-= is 
riall government, in its full careere and tyranny: 3 but 3 
what ever "the colour is , be aſſured there is nathing : 
leſſe intended , thento take in the Kings party , for 3 
fcaic leſt-once engaged , a, RR be able to _ 
#X- 3 [ne 


'6) 
the Presbytery : Nar E encouragements wanting 
 forbringingabout their ends , as Tong as that Party 

doth ſtil prevaile at Weſtminſter,or chere be hearts{ or 
money ready in the Ciry toinvice them in. , To-which 
you may adde the. defign of thoſe that have obtaiped 
leave(as we heare)to retire into their ſeveral Counties, 
eſpecially the Northern,wher they ſleep not ſupinely; 
but up0 every occaſion animate the people in all poſ= 
ſible arguments, now if ever toregaine their freedom 
by lending affiſtznceto their dear, and deeply cogag' 
B.cthren: to which no ſmall advantage the Northern 
Presbyters afford them, eſpecially about Xork, where 
at this day upon all ſorts of people (as the report goes) 
the Covenant is. ingag'd , and all manner of motives. 
uſed fora brotherly zffiſtance,it they hope to be free'd 
from an Independent {livery ; and which is worſe,an. 
inundation of all manrer ot Seats, and Hereſies. Wee 
are told likwiſe,the two H-wſes of late have beene ve- 
ry ſolicitous todisband thoſe York: ſhire Regiments, 
which were any whit inclined to Presbytery, where-. 
by the diſcontented Souldery (whoſe Religion is their 
money) being, unſatisfied for arreates, are ready upon 
the leaſt opportunity to engage againſt the Parliament, 
and. in. all likelyhood are very aQive to draw iq their 
tcllow- Souldiers to their Party , that ſo both in due 
time, may be fully revepged upon thoſe ingratefull 
M:ſters, In my, opinion it had been.more wiſedome 
in our. Grandees, by ſending downe ſome well gifted, 
Emiſſaries, who in all popular Audicorics, might have 
poſſefled the Pulpits , and refuted thoſe rigid Presby-. 
teitan Tenents ; {0 to have reclaimed the Northerne 
pcople from this dangerous recidivation , rather we. 

. Sg 0. 
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freedome., and the enjoyment of a good conſcience, 


in that ;eſpeRtigswpch more ſafe toliyeatRome,, or 


7) 

fo inconſiderately to have caſheered part of their Ac- 
my.,and ſo put them into a condition'todoe themſelves 
a miſchiefe 'when time ſerves. Moſt certaine it is, 
ſome Parliament men of thoſe'parts , who dayly vote. 
at Weſtminſter againſt the Presbyterian Party , have 
notwithſtanding their Agetits heere at  Edenborongh 
tranſaRing their deſignes with the Scots , andite my 
knowledge, H. D.' H. C. andR. D. have given 
aſſurance to deſertthe Houſes ſo ſoone as they receive 
certaine intelligence' of the Scots adyance upon En- 
gliſh ground ;by theſe particulars you may caftly con- 
jeRure wherein our $4mpſons ſtrength lyes. 

That the Scots will not engage the Kings: Party in 
this their deſigne, | is more then probable; ;notorely 
becauſe they have refuſed the Matqueſſe of Afomtroſe 
his imployment in their Army, but alfo becauſe they 
are ſtill prefling that Party to take the Nationall-Co- 
venant , ' or forthwith to depart the Kingdome. I can 
afſure you, in Spaine under the Inquiſition, or at Con- 
Nantinople under the great Turke , you may enjoy li- 
berty of conſcience , ſooner then now in Scot],nd un- 
der the Presbytery , for from all ſorts of men an ab- 
ſolute, neceſſary and unlimited obedience is requir. ed, 
the conformity 'of.the outward man being not ſat _is- 
faQory, without the approbation of Willand Judge- 
ment 7; - you muſt be conftrained to take'albiortsof 
Qathes that are impoſcd without diſputing the-lawfull- 
nefſe of 4l cm! (Therefore 1Qmy opinion 4 ya bad 
better forbeare comming hither a yet: ,- it, youdefite 


which.yonhavethitherto-ſc carefully preferved's for 
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 on/z\chenivis:in Scotland underthe tytanby of tie 
Sto Presbytety,)Which in England is yerbnt an'Em- 
brio,orat moſt but awntant of few-dayes 01d; in com- 
pariſon.ot-thefull rogeth it! aaa ed! heere, 
relingioamoſt rigid and'impor "dgirs rg al, 
being jbdged of none! ' and ws pry RomtheA mbly 
noappeale lycscitherto King or Parliament, you-can-" 
not-beteeve How-inſolent-every\-Miniſter 15growne, 
preſumingto/Lord-irover us $ f62hatif not of their 
_ opinjoni,> rhough/otherwiſe never ſo/unbleraeable in 
lite, preſently: youſhall'bedefamed openly inthe Pule 
it by:tame; and'debarredfrem the comfortablecom- 
munionof Chtifts body ard blood :* Reade but theit 
Iaſt:Drvlatationof Match the fir{t,and you may ſoone 
judge of what ſpiricthoſe men are. '' For other affaires 
T carigive you no ſatisfzQory account ;' the Parlia- 
ment as yet having donelictle of _ inthe-maine. 
buſitefſe; ſave onhely the puiging of their Houſe; 'and 
I IENIINOSOn of their Mentors: 25 allo'ap- 
ntzngaCommiteeto'draw:- up a: 'D:clararioti for 
juſtifying their Commiſſioners carriage in England, 
and to prepare atvanſwer to the late Declaration of the 
PafliamentatWeſtminſter; wenn 'the procee- 
© dings\ofthe: Army.” -Thus Sir”, SivoiLy ou n.- 
true repreſentation of theſtate of Fs ig prey 'Iihall 
lewe' you to the: Condud 'of yer omngye dence, 
and God Almighties providetice ;| for the fur ſtee- | 
ring ofgoct colrſey and retnali6eyer; 1 
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1 Sir, ' Tow me ofiinaeand 
Fl x 18. 
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